
Sophomore English Semester One Vocab 
Ms. Wray List 2 
 
 
Please create original sentences for each of the following words, underlining the 
word in your sentence.  
 

1. monomyth (n.) One story common to all cultures and peoples. The story 
of a Great Flood is a monomyth. 

 
2. monotheism (n.) The belief in only one god. Most Western cultures are 

monotheistic. 
 

3. patriarchal (adj.) Dominated by a male figure or authority. The man ran 
a severely patriarchal household, not allowing his wife or children to utter 
a word. 

 
4. penitence (n.) Regret for wrongdoings. By showing penitence you show 

you’ve learned from your mistakes. 
 

5. pestilence (n.) A plague or disease. The Red Cross prepared to respond to 
the pestilence, amassing supplies and readying shelters. 

 
6. polytheism (n.) The worship of or belief in more than one god. The 

Greeks were polytheistic, worshipping many gods and goddesses. 
 

7. precipice (n.) An overhanging or extremely steep mass of rock; a cliff. 
The boy hung precariously from the precipice until rescuers could save 
him. 

 
8. reconcile (v.) To restore to harmony; to resolve or settle. The couple was 

unable to reconcile their differences and decided instead to divorce. 
 

9. reticence (n.) The state or quality of being reserved or reluctant. 
Displaying reticence is hardly his style; he is outspoken and animated. 

 
10. servile (adj.) Submissive or slavish. Your servile nature is unbecoming; 

stand up for yourself and you’ll gain some respect. 
 
11. Greek Root: -CRACY: “government” aristocracy, autocracy, bureaucracy, 

democracy, plutocracy, technocracy 
 
12. Latin Root: ANIM: “mind,” “will,” “spirit” animosity, animus, equanimity, 

magnanimous, unanimity, unanimous 

 
 

 
 
 



 


